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Proofs of the Divinity of the Christian Religion, 
from the perpetual miracle of its conservation. 





Should we conceive a rapid and magnifi- 
cent river, totraverse the ocean from one end 
to the other, so as that the billows of that 
immense body of waters, however agitated 
by the fury of the tempests, shallpever inter- 
rupt the steadiness of its career, mix with 
its waters, or be able to change their course: 
It is thus, amidst all the violent commotions, 
which, from the first preaching of the gospel 
by the apostles, have never ceased to agitate 
the nations of the earth, that the christian | 
religion has come down to our times, such as 
their divine Master had given it to the apos- 
tles, and the apostles themselves to their first 
disciples. In the reign of Constantine, when 
ithad become the religion of the state, it 
extended far beyond the boundaries of the 
Roman empire, so that Jesus Christ saw un- 
der his law, many people whom the Cesars 
had never been able to subjugate to their 
power. 

From the extraordinary means by which it 
was first established, from the rapidity with 
which it spread throughout all nations, from 
the deep-rooted and profound impression it 
made onthe minds and hearts of all of its 
followers, and most particularly from the 
proofs already given of its being of divine 
origin, and from the promises of Christ him- 
self in favor of its duration, there could 
have been no difficulty in believing, that such 
4 religion must of itself subsist for ages, and 
even until the end of the world. Taken in 





this point of view, its preservation is a conti- 
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nuation of the same miracle by which it was 
founded and established. The miracle of its 


preservation consists in this, that, notwith-| 


standing the many revolutions which have 
laid all empires and human institutions in the 
dust, and swept away all the monuments of 
temporal greatness down the stream of time, 
notwithstanding heresies and schisms, and 
dissoluteness of morals; notwithstanding the 
ignorance, corruption, and barbarity of so 
many ages, the christian religion has pre- 
served, down to the present time, its original 
purity. There always has been a great body 
of the christian society, a principal and leading 
church, that has never been known to have 
been convicted of any error in faith, of any 
relaxation in morals, of any falsity or super- 
stition in worship, of any change in its hier- 
archial constitution, of any vice in its general 
government, a society, in a word, which can 
prove by authentic titles, known to all na- 
tions, that by an uninterrupted succession of 
pastors, it has descended from the apostles, 
its first founders, and has never submitted to 
any violation of the sacred deposit of the di- 
vine revelation it has received from them. 


In the varied and interesting spectacle of 
the conservation of the christian religion, | 
God, concealing himself, for the most part, | 


under the veil of secondary causes, makes 
manifest, in a variety of forms, the infinite 


resources of his power and wisdom. During 


the lapse of eighteen hundred years, religion 
always appears on the point of yielding to the 


dreadful shocks which menaced its existence | 
from every quarter, yet victory always de-' 


clared in its favor, and that most frequently, 
without a possibility of ascertaining how 
such unexpected success could have been 
obtained. 

Ecclesiastical history clearly points out the 
variety and succession of dangers, to which 
the christian faith has, through such a series 
of ages, been exposed. A minute detail 
of a subject of such extent, being Without 
the limits of our plan, we must confine our- 
selves to a few general observations, which, 


|we hope, will not be found useless to those 
who are disposed to engage in that laborious 
and important pursuit. 

| Had any of the philosophers of our days 
| deen present in Jerusalem when the apostles 
preached the gospel for the first time, they 
would not have hesitated to pronounce, that 
the christian religion would never have ex- 
tended beyond Judea, the place of its birth, 
and that alter having. made some noise, and 
perhaps excited some tumult, it would have 
been. stifled in the blood of those who had 
the boldness to preach it, and of their impru- 
dent sectaries: or, should they have made 
any attempt to extend it beyond the limits of 
Judea, the event must have been disappoint- 
ment and shame, ‘and that all the neighbor- 
ing nations, by common concert, would have 
repelled it from their frontiers, not only with 
vigour, but with indignation and contempt. 
In this reasoning of the philosopher, there 
appears nothing that could be considered as 
‘either absurd, or unjust’ inasmuch as a reli- 
igion, which, attempting an abolition of all 
| others on earth, aspired to no less daring an 
| object, than to establish on their ruins a re- 
\ligicn which declared itself inimical to the 
gods of all nations, and whom it proposed to 
annihilate, in order to substitute in their 
place, a man who died the ignominious death 
‘of the cross, could have had no reasonable 
hope of success: for it is evident that such 
a religion could have nothing to expect, but 
that ail the nations of the earth would rise up 
'in arms against, and inevitably destroy it by 
a general confederation. 

But had the same philosopher lived under 
Constantine the Great, when the grand dis- 
pute arose amongst the christians, on the 
consubstantiaiity ofthe Word, he would have 
f retold, without hesitation, that christianity, 
alter having supported ‘itself for three hun- 
dred years, under the persecution of the Ro- 
man emperors, would be sooner, or later de- 
stroyed, by the divisions and animosity of the 
difierent sectaries that would arise out of its 
own bosom: and that the time would come, 
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when it would present nothing more than a 
confused mass of men, who would have noth- 
ing in common but the name, each professing 
his own particular creed. That this predic- 
tion of our philosopher would not be more 
absurd than the former, and seemed as well 
founded, will appear, if we reflect but a mo- 
ment on the mysteries, the morality, and the 
constitution of the government of that reli- 
gion. 

Its mysteries are inaccessible to reason, 
and are absolutely incomprehensible to man. 

Its morality is so austere, as to be in a per- 
petual state of warfare with the human pas- 
sions. It is a moral of humiliation, disinte- 
restedness, and penitence. 

The constitution of its government, being 
monarchical, tempered with aristocracy, con- 
tains within itself the seeds of eternal dissen- 
sion and discord. 

With respect to the mysteries, the human 
mind, ever proud and presumptuous, will not 
bend to the belief of things which it does 
not comprehend: it treats as fabulous all that 
it has not seen, and as absurd, all that it does 
not understand. When the bulk of mankind 
have once adopted a certain mode of think- 
ing, however false, no persuasion, no reason- 
ing, is found capable of drawing them back 
to the path of truth: a false sense of shame 
to confess that they have been mistaken, is 
sufficient, immutably to fix them im error. 
In the war of opinion, has there been ever 
an instance, of one party having laid down 
their arms, and submitting to the yoke? Man 
is curious, fond of novelty and singularity; 
he glories in trying his strength even against 
truth itself. It is frequently enough that an 
opinion be whimsical, that it be adopted by 


that it would become a general maxim | 
amongst kings, to oppose and destroy the) 
authority of these turbulent pastors, assume 
it to themselves, and thus unite in their-own | 
persons, all spiritual as well as temporal do- 
minion, and wield, with the same hand, the 
sacerdotal as well as the royal sceptre. It 
would then seem, that although the church 
had survived all the persecutions to which it 
was exposed in its infancy, and during the 
early ages, it could not be supposed proof 
against the dangers which menaced it, on the 
score of an interior and domestic constitu- 
tion, so pregnant with the seeds of anarchy. 
Judging then from the usual order of things, 
it seemed impossible that its existence could 
be of any long duration. 

In order to preserve the christian religion, 
it would seem necessary that God should 
have recourse to one, or either of two mira- 
cles. The first, that he should, until the end 
of time, have enchained all the passions of 
man, in order that they should not impede 
the progress of that divine religion, which 
was his own work; or, by giving a loose to 
these passions, and delivering up religion to 
all their attagks; had by supernatural means, 
enabled it gloPtously to triumph over all oppo- 
sition to the @g@ of the world. It was his 
will to prefer the latter means, as more con- 
sistent with his wisdom, goodness, and glory. 

In the records of the church, we see, that 
from the beginning of christianity, the evil 
spirit raised up the doctors and apostles of 
falsehood in opposition to those of the truth; 
and that whilst these sowed in the world the 
good seed of sanctity and sound doctrine, the 
former with an abundant hand shed the cockle 
of the most pernicious errors, as expressed 


those who wish to be considered as men of} by our Saviour in one of his parables. 


genius; and their having once embraced it, 
is always a sufficient reason that they shall 
never abandon it. 

The heart of man is not less in opposition 
to the morality of the christian religion, than 
his mind is to its mysteries. As it is an evi- 
dent proposition that every individual, from 
his own experience, must bear testimony to 
the truth of this fact, it will be unnecessary 
to insist further on this point. 

Of the constitution of the government, it 
may be observed, that the authority attached 
to the high, particularly the supreme dignity 
of this church, being the most holy and ven- 
erable of any upon earth, not hereditary, but 
elective, must naturally be an object of am- 
bition: and that princes are in general averse 
to any authority existing within their states, 
not only distinct from their own, but to which 
they themselves are obliged to submit although 
merely in spirituals, or in the order of salva- 
tion: hence, the authority of its pastors must 
have been a cause of umbrage, and jealousy 
to kings and princes. : 

The result of all these apparently discord- 
ant principles must have been, that all the 
mysteries of the christian religion would be 
attacked and contradicted; that its morality 
would be opposed, and feebly adhered to; 
that the corruption of manners would be 
almost general; and that the most shameful 
cabals, parties, and scandal would prevail 
amongst the christians, from a competition 


for the sacerdotal dignities: that the pastors} There was not a century in which some 


would be divided amongst themselves; that 
the supreme authority would become an ob- 
ject of dispute, tumult, discord, and carnage; 


The appearance of heresy is coeval with 
that of christianity. In proportion to the 
growth and strength of the latter, the for- 
mer kept up an even pace. This monster 
leagued with a variety of schisms, committed 
its ravages sometimes on particular, and at 
other times on the universal church. 

A relaxation of faith and charity, and a 
general degeneracy of manners, insensibly 
took place. A scandalous licentiousness was 
seen to prevail throughout the christian 
world: to aggravate the evil, kings and prin- 
ces made frequent attempts to establish their 
thrones in the sanctuary, to dictate points of 
faith, regulate public worship, dispose of 
every thing in the government of the church, 
and concentrate in their own person, all that 
power which the Son of God had exclusively 
given to the apostles and their successors. 

What cruelties did they not inflict on the 
pastors, and on the flock! The church had 
often reason to doubt whether God, in calling 
emperors and kings to the faith of Christ, 
had intended them as its oppressors or pro- 
tectors. Valens, Constantine, Capronimus, 
and several others, were much more cruel 
than Domitian and Dioclesian. Such, and 
yet more frightful is the picture which histo- 
ry presents of the storms, which, during ma- 
ny ages, were raised against the church with- 
in its own bosom; and which, in the opinion 
of the wisest men, were sufficient to precipi- 
tate its infallible destruction. 








new heresy did not appear, and in some sev- 
y appeared. All the dogmas of the faith, 


not excepting the unity of God, were succes- 


sively attacked. The rash and presumptuous 
curiosity of the human mind, would plunge 
into every thing, even the abyss of divinity, 
nor would its proud obstinacy yield to either 
reason, or authority. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 
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The papers in every direction in and around 
our city continue to teem with news of the 
great events in France;—they speak in 
raptures of the patriotism of that Nation in 
shaking off the galling yoke of oppression, 
and in adopting a Constitution more conge- 
nial with our own;—and, are all loud in de- 
claiming against the usurpation and tyranny 
of Charles and his Ministers. None appear 
to take a warmer interest in, or seem to wish 
greater success to this revolution than the 
Editors of our Religious News-papers. They 
are indeed quite delighted at the prospect 
which it offers; and begin already to hail it 
as a forerunner of the prostration of the Ca- 
tholic religion, there and every where else. 
They would fain have their readers to see, 
with themselves, a close and intimate connec- 
tion between despotism and Catholicity, and 
to shut their eyes, in imitation too of them, 
upon the ract, which nevertheless, every 
where stares them full in the face, viz. that 
Catholics were the Authors of all the tiberty which 
is, at this day, enjoyed in England and in other 
parts of Europe. 

Now, they say, “religion, divorced from 
the State and released from the manacles 
of the inquisition, will go forth in its vi- 
gor and beauty to bless the land. Nor wil? 
France alone feel the genial influence. Al- 
ready the alarm is sounded in Spain, and 
there a@ still more hardened Despot trembles.” 
Beautiful! Fine, high-sounding words these! 
But what say they of other Despots, of the 
despot, for example, of the Netherlands? 
Not a syllable. They are quite silent re- 
specting him. These religious Editors re- 
count the rising of the people at Brussels and 
at Antwerp with a degree of sang froid truly 
astonishing for those who seem to wish suc- 
cess to the emancipation of the whole of Eu- 
rope. They give indeed the accounts of the 
disturbances there, as they get them from the 
European papers: but they present them to 
their readers as they do their Bibles, that is, 
without nole, or comment. It would seem 
that they begin already to think, that the re- 
volution has taken a wrong direction for their 
interests; that it should have continued its 
course rather towards Spain, Portugal, Italy 
and other Catholic countries, and should have 
left the Protestant despotic government of the 





Netherlands alone, and not interfered there 
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with a country already sufficiently enlighten- 
ed and sufficiently emancipated from Catho- 
lic tyranny. The king of the Netherlands 
being a Protestant Calvinistic Prince could 
not, we may suppose from their silence, be a 
Despot, a tyrant; and therefore, was incapa- 
ble of oppressing his Catholic subjects. We 
shall endeavor to fill up the chasm occasion- 
ed by their silence in relation to the late 
events at Brussels, and shall make the rea- 
der acquainted a little with a portion of the 
history of that cruelly and shamefully oppres- 
sed country. He will soon see the truth of 
the old proverb fully exemplified in the con- 
duct of this Calvinistic King towards his Ca- 
tholic subjects, whatever Protestant Editors 
may think, or say to the contrary notwith- 
standing, that “it is not all gold that glis- 
tens.” To afford the reader then a fair op- 
portunity of ascertaining the principal cause 
of the disturbances which are beginning to 
afflict again that once happy portion of Eu- 
rope, it is necessary to take a stand at the 
epoch when this new protestant kingdom was 
founded. The account here presented is ta- 
ken from an author who possesses a perfect 
knowledge of the affairs of the Low Countries, 
and who, it appears, has long foreseen the ill 
use which would, in the course of time, be 
made of the reunion of Calvinistic Holland 
with Catholic Flanders; a reunion, which 
never courted the cordial consent of a peo- 
ple, who have ever set a just value upon their 
cherished Catholic institutions: 


The Belgians had repressed with energy 
the profane and scandalous novelties of Jo- 
seph the Second, when the French revolu- 
tionists carried desolation in their fine prov- 
inces. During the course of that disastrous 
epoch, Bonaparte advanced from usurpation 
to usurpation on the doctrine and discipline 
of the Church, to subject it to the most abso- 
lute slavery, and constituting himself in fact 
its head. After the fall of that tyrant, it was 
resolved to form a kingdom of all the prov- 
inces, known before under the common title 
of the Low Countries. All the powers of 
Europe concurred inthe measure. The Ca- 
tholics of the Netherlands are in apprehen- 
sion and anxiety, but the Powers inspire 
them with assurance. In effect, at the same 
time that they decided in their Congress at 
Vienna, that Holland and Belgium should 
form but one and the same state, and that 
this state, formed of the two conntries, should 
be governed by the constitution already estab- 
lished in Holland; they decided also that 
that Constitution should be modified by com- 
mon assent, adapted to the new circumstances. 
These last words seem well calculated to dis- 
sipate the alarms of the Belgians, and to 
tranquilize them, The Dutch constitution, 
as it stood, by no means suited them, but it 
was to be modified, so as to be adapted for 
them; and that nothing should be left that 
could be desired, these modifications were to 
take place by common accord, consequently 
without injury to their liberties. The Allied 
Powers did still more; not to leave in the 





minds of the Belgians the least doubt of the 
good-will they had to preserve to them what 
they held most dear, they affranchised, by 
their declaration of 7th March, 1814, the 
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Religion, from 
all difficulties in the way of its exercise, and de- 
clare that the government, conformably to the 
intentions of the High Allied Powers, should 
maintain inviolably the sPIRITUAL POWER and 
the cIviL POWER in their respective limits, as 
they had been fixed by the canonicar laws of 
the Church, and the ANCIENT CONSTITUTIONAL 
laws of the country. Here then, by this so- 
lemn declaration, if there ever was one, the 
Belgic Catholics were well assured, that all 
the enterprises undertaken for the last thirty 
years against their Religion, were annihilat- 
ed. They saw also in this declaration, the 
distinction formerly acknowledged, of the 
SPIRITUAL and the civiL PowER; they saw 
also a public profession of respect made for 
the cANoN Laws, and for the ancient consti- 
tutional laws of the country. In fine, to 
speak the political language of the day, this 
assurance is given to the Belgians “by a 
Congress, in which was to be recognized the 
greatest power that had ever been upon 
earth, whose Acts is the fundamental law of 
Europe; an immortal monument of strength, 
grandeur, wisdom, and moderation.” Had 
not the Belgians a right to persuade them- 
selves, after that, only functionaries profess- 
ing the established Religion would be chosen 
in each province, and that their clergy would 
have been maintained with the honor and 
consideration they had constantly been in- 
vested with, not less by the religious habits 
of the people, than by the constitutional laws 
of the country? Is not this a just and natu- 
ral deduction from the declaration of the 
Congress? And was not this certainly the 
means to conciliate every interest, and to 
prevent all kind of jealousy and collision? 
And the Congress, could it, ought it to have 
any other object in view? It is easily seen, 
without my suggesting it, that the Congress 
had not a thought of touching in any thing 
the recognised religion of Holland, from the 
foundation of the Republic, for the religion 
of the State, by the 133d article of the con- 
stitution, which declares that the Reformed 
Christian Religion should necessarily be the 
religion of the sovereign, endowed by the 
136th article of the same constitution with 
special privileges; the other religions conse- 
quently were only tolerated. 

Three months after this solemn declaration 
of the Congress, in a treaty made in London, 
the Plenipotentiaries stipulated, ‘‘ That noth- 
ing should be disturbed in the articles of the 
Dutch Constitution, which assured to all the 
different kinds of worship, an equal protection 
and favor, and guaranteeing the admission of 
all citizens, whatever might be their religious 
belief, to public offices and employments.” 
The Dutch took the advantage from this, to 
acknowledge no religion of the state; not 
more the Reformed Christian, than the others; 
but to comprise them all under the vague and 
arbitrary denomination of opinions and reli- 
gious communities, to annihilate, by casting 
into one chaotic gulph the Roman Catholic 
and Apostolic Religion, all the assurances 
that the Congress had given tothe Belgians: 
thus confounding them with all the sectaries, 
with Turks and Pagans if they would, since 





they are mixt with those who cast under their 
feet the Crucifix at Japan. 

But let us proceed, for we are as yet only 
at the project of the Constitution for the new 
kingdom; the part which the Belgic commis- 
saries took, did not hinder that project from 
being vicious in many places: unhappily the 
new king approved this project, and, to please 
thirteen, or fourteen hundred thousand Cal- 
vinists, who make pretty nearly the popula- 
tion of the marshes of the ci-devant republic, 
unintentionally no doubt, decided against the 
true interests and well-known feelings of 
three millions and many hundred thousands 
of Catholics who people Belgium, and make 
three-fourths of his kingdom. ll those 
whose ignorance has not rendered them stu- 
pid, or the spirit of imprudence, or error has 
not blinded, are astonished, afflicted and dis- 
concerted. They ask, what has become of 
the arret of the 7th March, 1814, approved 
by the Commissaries of the High Allied Pow- 
ers, if it be thus that they affranchise the Ro- 
man Catholic and Apostolic Religion, from all 
the obstacles put in the way of its exercise; 
if it be thus that they pretend to maintain in- 
violably the spiRiTUaL Power and the civit 
POWER in their respective limits; thus that 
they respect the caNonicaL Laws and the 
ANCIENT CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS OF THE COUN~ 
try? The Bishops will not fail to fulfil the 
duty of their charge, to enlighten their dio- 
cesans on the conduct that they ought to 
maintain in this melancholy conjuncture; 
they will address to the Sovereign respectful 
representations, in which they will supplicate 
His Majesty not to suffer to be established 
as a law of the State, articles that they judge 
irreconcileable with the spirit of the Catho- 
lic Religion and with the laws of its Church; 
and as the Catholics ought, according to the 
terms of the fundamental law, to take the 
oaths which would place them under the ne- 
cessity of themselves concurring in the exe- 
cution of the articles, the Ecclesiastical Su- 
periors represent to their flocks the duty the 
Church imposes, to abstain from it. This is 
the course which, in all times, the spiritual au- 
thority has held under similar circumstances. 

Nevertheless, on the 14th August, 1815, 
the plan of the new constitution, so defective 
in these and other respects, is presented for 
the opinion of the Belgian; because, accord- 
ing to the act of the Congress, and one of the 
articles of London, it has been decided, as 
we cannot too often repeat, that the Consti- 
tution of the Belgians and the Dutch could 
not be introduced but by common accord; the 
Belgians, consequently, being perfectly free 
to accept, or to reject the project presented 
to them. Now 796 notables rejected the 
project of the Constitution. The philoso- 
phists, who reckon Religion for nothing, did 
not cease to exclaim, that the Belgians had 
been induced principally by religious motives 
to reject the fundamental law, which rejec- 
tion they considered to be an irreparable fault, 
and made the blame of it to fall on the Bish- 
ops. But of 796 notables who rejected the 
Constitution, 126 only have formally declared 
that their vote was motived by the articles rela- 
live to worship. (Arret of the king of the 24th 
of August.) There then remains 670 who 
have rejected it for other motives; and they 
still form a majority of 143 votes against the 
project of the constitution. It is then evi- 
dent, Ist.: That there is not a common accord. 
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2d: The silence of the Bishops would have 
rendered them criminal before God and be- 
fore men, but could not hinder that result, 
since the 670 rejecters have not acted upon 
the counsel of the Bishops. 

Could one ever have believed that men 
were to be found so opposed to all truth and 
justice, as to advance, that this Constitution, 
thus modified, was considered as approved 
by the two nations, and that, according to the 
intention of the Congress, it sufficed that 
they were accepted by the majority of voices 
taken in the mass, indifferently in Holland 
and in Belgium? As if the common accord 
could ever result from such a proceeding; as 
if, when there is attributed to each nation an 
equal number of voters to accept the consti- 
tution, the minority in one or in the other, 
has the right to represent the will of the na- 
tion, and thus to constitute on its side the 
common accord; above all, when the minor- 
ity exists in that of the two nations, which 
has much more extent than the other both in 
territory and population, where is the good 
faith to pretend that such was the intention of 
the Congress? Far be it from me to harbor 
the horrible thought that the High Allied 
Powers said to themselves, “‘ promise the 


the United States; their object being no other 
than the dissemination of Catholic Books at 
a cheap rate, in order to enable every one, 
even the poorest, to purchase, and at the 
same time, to afford all a fair opportunity of 
being well instructed in the great principles 
\of their religiou, that they may be ready, as 
ithe Apostle enjoins, always to satisfy every one 
that asketh a reason of that hope which is in 
them. The following have already issued 
from the Press, and are now ready for sale 
upon the most moderate terms. §tCatho- 
lic Book-sellers and others disposed to take 
a large number of them, in any part of the 
United States, will be allowed a fair and rea- 
sonable discount. 

1. WINTER EVENING DIALOGUE 
between John Hardman and John Cardwell, 
or Thoughts on the Rule of Faith, in a se- 
ries of Letters, 18mo. This little Work is 
exceedingly well written, and is in every re- 
|spect calculated to convince the unbiassed 
|reader of the eminent superiority of the Ca- 








in the French, Flemish and Latin languages 
have induced us to believe that a translation 
of it also into English would not be unaccep~ 
table in this country, especially as it is a 
work of considerable merit, and which is but 
little known except to the learned. The 
style of it is most affectionate and tender— 
and in every way calculated for the meridian 
of the United States. The present transla- 
tion is the first which has ever been given in 
the English language. The Work is unan- 
swerable. 

4, THE YOUTH’S DIRECTOR; or 
Familiar Instructions for Young People; which 
will be found useful also to Persons of every 
sex, age and condition of life;—illustrated with 
a number of historical traits and edifying ex- 
amples; translated from the French, 24mo.— 
This, we hesitate not to pronounce one of the 
best books of the kind we have ever seen in 
any language; and we cannot but express our 
astonishment that it should not have been 
|translated into English before. It is a little 





Belgians, without being at all solicitous about | tholic religion over every other denomina-| Work which was published in French some 


what will happen; take no regard of the im- 
piety of that other people, who tread under 
their feet the image of the Crucifix, as insult- 
ingly as the fable says the frogs formerly did 


King ee if the three, or four mil-| 
a 


lions of Catholics about to be pitted with this 
people, otherwise the smaller number, should 
come, by some unjust maneuvre, to be o 
pressed; we will leave them and their reli- 
ion in oppression, and then we will make a 
ly alliance for the gospel of Jesus crucifi- 
ed.” The pen refuses to write such-blasphe- 
mies; and who is he of those Sovereigns who 
would not be indignant with a people who 
dared to cast under their feet his own effigy, 


| tion. It is in fact unanswerable. 

| 2, LETTERS ON THE SPANISH IN- 
'QUISITION. A rare work, and the best 
which has ever appeared on the subject: by M. 
Le Compte Joseph Le Maistre; translated from 
\the French, with additional notes and illustra- 
\tion, by T. J. O'Flaherty, S. E. C. 12mo. 
This valuable Work was long a desideratum 
in the United States and in every other coun- 
try where Protestant slander and Protestant 
misrepresentation have produced any effect. 
The Inquisition has ever been considered by 


years ago at Avignon in France, and obtain- 
ed shortly after a most extensive circulation 
not only there but in every other country in 
which the French language is spoken. It is 
indeed small in size, but is replete with very 
valuable and highly important matter. The 
Bishops and Clergy have every where spoken 
of it in the highest terms of commendation; 
and the number of editions which it has al- 
ready gone through, as well in France as in 
Canada, and the very great demand for it still 
in both those countries, sufficiently shew the 








if they pretended to regulate the constitution Protestants, to be identified with the Catho- estiniation in which it is held by the Laity at 


of his states, to make but one with theirs: 
and is it not the height of impudence to attri- 


lic religion. This book fully demonstrates | large where it is known, and the benefit 


bute iia udidiasiiiaianiin io * na the contrary, and proves that in every Catho- | which has been derived from the instructions 
sinh ab esl: fin Ephemeris has lic country, it has never been viewed in any contained in it. The present translation is 
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done, who dared to print, that w# could not be 





other light than as purely a civil institution— | given solely with a view to benefit the Youth 
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otherwise; after it had been settled in London. | and that the punishments which it has occa- 
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It is evident that it is upon our Govern- 
ment they wish to make fall all the odium of 
the abjection of the Belgic Catholic Clergy, 
who are absolutely counted as nothing in this 
new constitution; whilst the English, who re- 
cognize civil authority in their bishops in 
their constitution, by placing them in their 
House of Lords, could not, in conformity 
with their own principles, and following the 
decision of the Congress of Vienna, but pre- 
serve to the Catholic Bishops, with blindness 
and injustice, the rank and the authority 
which from time immemorial they were always 
in possession of. 


i. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

The Epitors of Tue Jesuit take this op- 
portunity to inform their Patrons and the Ca- 
tholic Public at large, that they are making 
arrangements to issue a beautiful collection 
of the smaller kind of useful and instrucijve 
Catholic Works at one half of the usual prices 
at which books of the same size are sold in 


‘sionally inflicted, and the restraints which it 


‘has at any time imposed in those few coun- 
| tries into which the civil power thought pro- 
|per to introduce it, have in every instance 
been horribly and most shamefully misrepre- 
| sented and exaggerated. Every Catholic 


family, and indeed every Catholic of any 


standing in society, who may be taunted on 

| acount of his faith, (and where lives he in 
|these United States that occasionally is not?) 
should be in possession of one, or more co- 
pies of this excellent work. 

3. PROOFS OF THE TRUE CHURCH, in two 
parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop 
and Elector of Treves, and Bishop of Augs- 
burg, translated from the French, 24mo.—The 
great sensation which this little work occasion- 
ed on its first appearance in Germany, the 
great number of editions which it went through 
there, ina very short space of time, the many 
translations that have been given of it since 





of our own country, who are in general so 
destitute of books of instruction, especially of 
such as are suited to their capacity, and which 
'may be had ata very low price. This little 





| Work, it is hoped, will supply in some degree 


\this deficiency by possessing both these ad- 
_vantages.—The edition from which this trans- 
lation is given, is the sixth Canada Edition, 
| which was published under the eye of the late 
Bishop of Quebec, and which bears both his 
signature and recommendation. We can on- 
ly add that it is an excellent book to be put 
into the hands of students at college, or of 
children at a school, a chapter of which should 
be recommended to be read daily by them.— 

5. INVINCIBLE REASONS, which should for 
ever altach a Roman Catholic to his religion, 
and engage all Protestants to embrace the same; 
24mo.—In this little Work are contained the 
principal motives for adhering to the Catho- 
lic Church: they are expressed in few words, 





and in a very plain and simple manner, It 
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THE JESUIT. 





enters into no detail of particular controver- 
sies. This appears to have been quite fo- 
reign to the view of the author. His object 
seems to have been to acquaint the reader at 
once with the true Church of Jesus Christ, 
which ‘he considers a short, sure and easy way 
to learn all the truths of faith without entering 
into any particular examination of them. 





FROM THE CATHOLIC PRESS, 
EXECUTION. 


[We have selected for the edification of 
our readers, the following very interestin 
account ofthe happy death of Ebenezer Ww 
Coz, who was convicted for the murder of 
Thomas B. Dunn, the armorer of Harper’s 
ferry, Virginia. He had been a Protestant, 
who had never so much as once in his life 
entered a Catholic church; he had moreover, 
since his confinement positively refused all 
kind attentions that were proposed to him by 
the different ministers. Happening one day to 
receive from the hands of a Catholic fellow 
prisoner, a prayer book, called “ The Pious 
Guide,” after having read it with interest, he 
sent far a Catholic Priest, the Rev. Mr. Git- 
pea of Martinsburg, Virginia; fromthat time, 
and during the several months previous to his 
execution, he gave sentiments of the most 
sincere piety and heartfelt contrition. The 
Rey. Mr. Gitpea, who had frequently visited 
him during his confinement, spent some days 
with him previous to his death in a kind of 
spiritual retreat, continuing with him in his 
cell day and night, and in the end, offered up 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, at which the 
pious convert then and there assisted for the 
first and last time, and where devoutly he 
received his first and last communion. We 
have extracted the following particulars re- 
garding the execution, from the Free Press, 
published at Charlestown, Virginia. } 


“About noon on Thursday, crowds of 


strangers began to enter into Charlestown; 
and the morning of Friday presented a con- 
tinuation of the same busy scene—persons 
on horseback, in sulkies, gigs, barouches, 
Wagons, carts, carriages, and on foot—all 
hastening to the field of mortal agony. Noth- 
ing occupied the thoughts of the multitude, 
but anxiety as to the time, the place, and the 
manner, in which the man of blood was to 
make his exit from this world of strife. Age 
upon its crutch—youth in its buoyancy—and 
infancy in its helplessness—all hurrying to 
and fro, to gaze upon the harrowing specta- 
cle—pity in the eyes of some, levity upon the 
features of others, and curiosity in the aspect 
of all. 

The morning of the-fatal day was opened 
by the early hum of the half-refreshed sleep- 
ers, whose thougths through the night had run 

** In endless mazes, intricate, perplexed.” 

Soon followed the busy troops—not with 
fife, and drum, and bugle, “ with triumphant 
banners, and prancing steeds,” but with si- 
lent and serious visage. 

During this time, crowds had gathered in 


on for bringing out the prisoner. The hearse 
containing his coffin, was driven up in front, 
and a barouch followed to take up him and his 
attendants, in the event of his sinking on the 
way—having been promised the indulgence 
of going on foot to the place of execution. 
The military, consisting of Capt. Hunter’s 
troop of cavalry, and Capt. Stewart’s light 
infantry, were drawn up in a hollow square,— 
after removing with some difficulty the com- 
pact mass of spectators who were gathered 
around the prison door. 

The whole then waited in breathless ex- 
pectation, to see the bearing of the prisoner, 
and here in a few moments was electricity in 
its effects. He emerged from his confine- 
ment, at half past 12 o’clock, dressed in his 
shroud and cap, supported by the Rev. Mr. 
Gitpea and the Rev. Mr. Grace, of the Ca- 
tholic Church, in their white robes of office, 
bare-headed. At this moment, the burst of 
sympathy was audible. Hundreds from their 
eye-lids wiped the unbidden tear, though 
some who never knew “ what ’tis to pity, or 
to be pitied,’ gazed on this scene of the dra- 
ma with heartless indifference. The caval- 
cade then proceeded, amidst blinding clouds 
of dust towards the place of execution, a short 
distance east of the town. 

During the march, the clergymen were 
reading prayers and exhortations to the pris- 
oner. Every door, window, and eminence, 
presented interested spectators. Here were 
females, given vent to the natural and honor- 
able sensibilities of their hearts, in loud and 
earnest lamentations—while their cries were 


his soul was about to be released from its 
earthly mansion. Here again the sob of 
sympathy was loud and general. He wiped 
the tears from his eyes, attempted to throw 
back the cap from his face, (in which act he 
was assisted by the sheriff,) and asked for a 
prayer book. This being given him, he read 
the prayer for a dying person, with a voice 
perfectly firm and unfaltering. Arising from 
his knees, he stood up, unsupported, and ad- 
dressed the crowd in a clear tone, remarked 
that his case ought to be an example to all 
young men against the evils of dissipation and 
gambling, disobedience of parents, and disre- 
‘gard of triendly advice. ‘‘ Look at me,” said 
he, ‘‘ here under the gallows, by associating 
with reprobates. Instead of taking the ad- 
vice of my parents and friends, I listened to 
the persuasion of others. When you are 
tempted to sin, place your hands on your 
hearts, and think of God—let my fate be a 
warning to you all,” 

Would to God that this warning voice, 
raised at the portals of another world, might 
be effectual in recalling the wandering foot- 
steps of the giddy multitude. 

After this he paused, cast his eyes earnestly 
for about two minutes, upon the spectators, 
turning around and viewing the whole mass, 
in search of those. whom he had accused. 
Not seeing them, he remarked to the sheriff, 
that he could not find any of his “ pretended 
friends.” He requested his coffin to be 
placed upon the scaffold, and knelt over it 
with the Rev. Mr. Gitpga, reciting a most 
affecting and beautiful prayer coneluding 








responded to from the crowd by many a throb- 
bing and agonized heart. On the way, the 
prisoner began to sink, from the effects of his 
ong confinement, and from the intense heat 
and dust which fell upon him. He was help- 
ed into the barouche, and took his seat be- 
tween the priests, upon the shoulder of one 
of whom he rested his head, in a manner 
which gave a new touch to the feelings of the 
spectators. 

Arrived near the fatal place, the procession 
paused, in order to clear the spot of the crowd 
which had gathered in their eagerness to 
see—many of them females under the drop 
|of the scaffold! ‘This being done, the plat- 
,form was approached, and mounted with as 
mnoch facility as the situation of the prisoner, 
with his arms pinioned, would permit. Here, 
after the rope was tied, he knelt in prayer 
with his ministers. At that period, 


** All sounds of all the multitude were hush’d, 

And from the thousand and ten thousands there, 

‘To watch the dread scene—not a whisper rose 

To heaven, such awe and reverence master’d them— 
Such expectations held them motionless.’’ 


Prayer being concluded, the prisoner re- 
affirmed to the Rev. Mr. Gitpga, in the 
presence of Mr. James L, Ranson, the she- 
riff, in truth of his previeus confession, in 
which he had implicated seven other persons 
as his instigators and accessaries. Water 
was several times given him, to slack the 
burning thirst which the excitement so natu- 
rally produced. The priests embraced him 
most affectionately, exhorted him ‘to commit 
his soul to Gop, and left him on the scaffold, 


dense groups around the gaol, and in sight of|while they knelt in prayer at its foot. He 


it, with eager gaze, waiting for the law’s sa- 


then dropped upon his knees, with the cap 


crifice, whilst hundreds thronged to the scaf-| over his face, and spent several minutes in 
fold, to post themselves in advantageous po-|earnest and agonizing prayer—clasping his 


sitions. 





Meridian had been the hour fixed| hands in agony, and shaking his head as if 


with the ‘ Litany for obtaining a happy death.” 

We here insert the concluding part of the 
prayer repeated by COX, while kneeling 
over his coffin. It is copied from the “ Cath- 
olic Manuel ”’—and though not ourselves of 
that faith, we cannot withhold our admiration 
of the glowing and affectionate style of its 
langgage and spirit. 


Lord Jesus, gracious God, Father of Mer- 
cy! I present myself before thee with an 
humble and contrite heart. I recommend my 
last hour, and all that shall follow, into thy 
hands. 


| When my immoveable feet will warn 
'me, that my course in this life will eck 
be finished, 

When my eyes, obscured at the ap- 
proach of death, shall cast their dying 
looks towards thee, 

When my lips, cold and trembling, 
will pronounce for the last time, thy 
adorable name, 

When my pale and livid cheeks will 
inspire the beholders with compassion, 

When the cold sweat of death will an- 
nounce my approaching end, 

When my ears shall be about to close 
to every human voice, and open only to 
hear the irrevocable sentence of thy 
justice, which will separate me from the 
number of the living, 

When my imagination, agitated by 
dark and terrifying phantoms, will be 
plunged in cruel sadness, 

When my mind, troubled at the sight 
of my iniquities, and by the fear of thy 
justice, shall contend with the angel of 
darkness, who would hide thy mercies 
from me, and cast me into despair, 

When my weak heart, overpowered 
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by the pains of sickness, will be seized 
with the horrors of death, 

When I shall be surrounded by my 
relatives and friends, lamenting my sad 
condition, and offering up to thee their 
supplications in my behalf, 

hen I shall shed my last tears, the 
forerunners of my dissolution, receiving 
them as a tribute of penance, 

When I shall have lost the use of my 
senses, and the whole world shall disap- 
pear from my view, 

When the last sighs of my heart} 
shall force my soul from my body, ac- > 
cepting them as expressive of a holy im- 
patience to be thine, 

When my soul shall be on my lips, 
departing from this world, and shall 
leave my body cold and lifeless, accept- 
ing the destruction of my being as an 
homage paid to the divine majesty, 

When my soul shall appear before 
thee, and for the first time behold the 
glory of thy countenance, oh! that it may 
not be then cast from thee, but that it 
may be received into the bosom of thy 
mercy, to sing thy praises for ever, J 

Now came the crisis of his fate. 
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country, and myself—I know that I must ap- 
pear before my God, to be judged, and would 
be sorry to have the blood of seven others 
upon me, by accusing them falsely. God 
knows what I have said is the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. I say it in his pre- 
sence, knowing that I must soon appear be- 
fore him. I forgive the world any injury it 
has done me, I ask pardon of God, my coun- 
try and the poor distressed family I have in- 
jured so much. I ask pardon a thousand and 
thousand times. I willingly make the sacri- 
|fice my country requires of me. I throw 
,myself into the hands of God, as the worst of 
\sinners, and hope he will have mercy on my 
poor soul!” 

We learn that it is the intention of his 
friends to have his confession printed in 
pamphlet form. 

We have heard of many little incidents con- 
nected with this event, which serve to show 
the collected manner in which the prisoner 
met his fate. His affectionate parting with 
the family of the jailor, is represented to us 
as a scene calculated to make a lasting im- 
| Pression upon their memories. His expres- 
|sions of gratitude to Mrs. Griggs, were deep 








The cof-| and earnest, and her conduct had in it much 


fin was removed,—when he signified his rea-| of the tenderness of maternal feeling. As 
diness, shook hands with the sheriff, and the he passed out, he affectionately kissed her 


rope was placed upon the hook of the beam! | infant in the cradle. 


This was about twenty five minutes past 1 
o’clock. He stood in fervent and unremit- 
ting prayer for five minutes. 


On the scaffold, he em- 
|braced Mr. Griggs with all the fervor of a 
'brother’s affection. ‘These tokens of regard, 


At this critical | are honorable tributes to the jailor and his 


moment, many expected to see him faint; but | wife, and evince most fully, that in the exe- 
he rallied himself, raised his arms as high as| cution of their stern duties, they tempered 


the cord with which he was pinioned would 
let him, and threw a white handkerchief, as a 
signal to let the drop fall. In an instant the 
rope was cut which held the platform, and he 
was launched into eternity! 

Thus perished a youth, who, but for the 
besotting sins of intemperance and gambling, 
the result of an intercourse with viciousgom- 
panions, might have been a pride and com- 
fort to his friends. He certainly had some 
redeeming qualities of heart—something of 
heroism, and an unusual degree of physical, 
if not moral firmness. That he died peni- 
tent, is the firm belief of the pious men who 
endeavored to soothe his Jast moments of an- 

uish. 


its rigors with the subduing influence of hu- 
manity. 

And here should be noticed, the patience 
and devotedness to his holy office, with which 
the Rev. Mr. Gitpea performed his part.— 
For many months, he had been visiting the 
prisoner in his gloomy abode; and for the 
last ten days, he shared with him night and 
day, the prison’s solitude—endeavoring to 
awaken him toa true sense of his awful doom. 
Such devotion deserves a higher reward than 
human praise.” 





RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


Unwilling as we are to mar the momentary 





Cox has left a Confession in his own hand- | joy with which many of the religious Editors 


writing, of the circumstances leading to and 
connected with the murder. On Tuesday 


seem to be transported while they comment 
upon the late disaster in France, we never- 


morning preceding his death, he sent for two| theless conceive it our imperative duty to 


magistrates of the county, and delivered it 
into their hands, solemnly asserting it to con- 
tain the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 


but the truth. On the morning of his exe-| 


cution, in the presence of two magistrates, of | 
the acting deputy sheriffs, (Messrs. Ranson 

and Willis,) and of several other persons, he 

again declared it to be true. 

His confession commences with the follow- 
ing emphatic words :— 

“I declare in the presence of Gop, that I 
never thought of killing Mr. Dunn, nor had 
I made any threats to take his life, till it was 
proposed to me by M*#**#” 

After detailing the circumstance in nearly 
the same manner as he did at the examining 
court, he concludes with this formidable dec- 
laration: 

“ ‘What I have written, is not written 
through malice, or ill will, but with the desire 
of doing justice. I owe it tomy God, my 





warn the Watchmen of Zion not to be too 
much elated, lest they, like many others, 
should be deceived in the authenticity of 
those wrial reports, which landing upon our 
shore, bear their flight upon the untiring 
wings of the press over our vast republic.— 
We equally conceive it to be more consonant 
to the dignity of their station, to meditate 
seriously before they give to the world the 
effusions of their prophetic spirits, that the 
result may not prove them to be mere idle 
teachers in Israel. For their better instruc- 
tion, we have thought proper to give to day, 
a brief, but correct statement of religion in 
France. 

In the late amendments of the Charter, 
that which suppressed the 6th article, which 
declares the Catholic religion the religion of 
the State, was susceptible of being misun- 
derstood, as though it had been in the power 
of the chambers to abolish it by their simple 


decree; and many Protestants may have 
thought that it was meant so; but Mr. Dupin, 
one of the special committee to whom the 
proposition of Mr. Berard for altering the 
Charter was referred, has given a report from 
which we publish the following extract:— 

“The suppression of Art. 6th is not in- 
tended as an attack upon the Catholic reli- 
gion. We acknowledge and declare in Art. 
7th that the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman 
Religion, is the religion of the great body of 
the French Nation, thus re-establishing the 
terms that appeared sufficient to the framers 
(Bonaparte and Pius VII.) of the Concor- 
date for the year 9, (1801) and the law of 
Germinal, year 10, (1802.)” 

The affairs of the church will undoubtedly 
suffer at this session; many retrenchments, 
or reductions will be made. Much of that 
assistance which was granted for the “ Au- 
monerie” and the chapell of the King, the 
royal chapter of St. Denis, &c. will suffer. 
Other articles also, reductions, or suppres- 
sions will probobly take place; among them, 
however, who would not regret that the chap- 
lains attached to the army should not be main- 
tained, as also the annual allowance for for- 
eign missions? That for the special encour- 
agement of many important good works, con- 
fided to different religious institutions and sis- 
terhoods? We should indeed deprecate an 
economy that would cease to provide for the 
preservation of the many religious monu- 
ments, that like standing masterpeices of art 
exalt the character of the Nation, and throw 
a wreath of glory around the Christian name. 
But let us be animated with the hope that 
most prudential views in time may animate 
the counsel of the new Monarchy, and pre- 
vent illiberal and irreligious impressions to 
mark their course through cruelty and blood, 

We also find in the authentic accounts from 
France, that a member who was dissatisfied 
with the declaration of the committee, how- 
ever prudent it must have appeared under 
different views, attempted to draw a differ- 
ence between the Catholic and Gallican 
church! he was easily eorrected in his mis- 
take, and the declaration maintained the Ca- 
thelic religion in the same state that it had 
been settled by the Concordate of Pius VII. 
|together with the number of Bishops granted 
| since that time, as it became evident that the 
Concordate which made the Diocesses 60 
only, was too limited for the extensive admin- 
istration. ‘ 

The present state comprises 66 Bishoprics 
and 14 Archbishoprics—with 5 French Car- 
dinals. The last promoted was the Archbi- 
shop of Besancon, Mons. De Rohan, who 
was raised to the dignity of Cardinal by his 
Holiness in the Consistory of the 5th of June 
last. 

There are besides 29,924 parishes, togeth- 
er with the chapters, seminaries, institutions, 
chaplains of the army, &c. The total num- 
ber of Ecclesiastics receiving support from 
the State are 37,521. The number of stu- 
dents in the seminaries in 1829, was 32,882. 
The number of sisters and religious women 
which was returned, though very incomplete, 
amounted to 22,019 placed in 3014 different 
hospitals, houses of piety, charity, free 
schools, &c.—Jb. 
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THE TRUE CHURCH. 








[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47—No, 6.] 
CHAPTER VII. 
OF THE SOULS OF THE JUST AFTER THIS LIFE. 

1. The Libertines, who come under the 
general term Anabaptists, maintain that the 
souls of the just after their departure out of 
this life, fall asleep, or become extinct, as 
Bellarmin relates, (lib 4 de Christo, cap. 7.) 
But this may be understood in two ways. 1. 
That they sleep, or become extinct forever. 
2, That this is the case only until the day of 
judgment. 

2. In the former sense, this opinion is evi- 
dently false; because it takes away the im- 
mortality of the soul. Fer if the souls of the 
just after their departure out of this life be- 
come extinct forever, then there is no differ- 
ence between them and the very brutes, after 
death; nor can they expect the reward in the 
next life for their labors in this. 

3. The latter sense is also false. First, 
because the soul of Christ after his death on 
the cross did not become extinct until the 
day of judgment. Secondly, neither were 
the souls of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ex- 
tinct; because in Matt. 22, 32, it is said, I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. He is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living. Thirdly, neither 
was this the case with the soul of the thief, 
to whom it was said—This day thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise—nor of those souls to 
whom Christ descended into prison, accord- 
ing to St. Peter, 1. Epis. 5. 19. 








A SURE WAY TO FIND OUT THE 
TRUE RELIGION. 


DIALOGUE I. 


Q. Pray what must a person do to save | 


his soul? 

A. He must live up to the rules and regu- 
lations of that religion, which our divine Sa- 
viour came down {from heaven to establish. 

Q. But why do you say that religion, which 
Christ came down from heaven to establish; 
has not Christ established all religions? 

A. No: Christ established only onE RELI- 
G10N,—all the rest were made by men. 

Q. How do you know that Christ estab- 
lished only onE RELIGION? 

A. From this one fact, that there is a great 
deal of contradiction between the doctrines 
of any two religions; which shews clearly, 
that Christ could not form them both: be- 
cause, as he is Truth itself, he cannot teach 
contrary to what he has once said. Christ, 
for instance, cannot teach the Roman Catho- 
lic that there are seven sacraments, and af- 
terwards teach the Protestant that there are 
only two. Again; with regard to the Bless- 
ed Eucharist, or the Lord’s Supper: he can- 
not tell the Catholic that itis really and truly 
his sacred body and blood; and afterwards 
tell the Protestant that it is nothing but bread 
and wine, taken in commemoration only of 


him. Therefore, if Christ has taught the 
Protestant doctrine, the Catholic doctrine is 
false; if he has taught the Catholic, the Pro- 
testant doctrine must be false: they cannot 
both be true. 

Q. But though Christ established only one 
RELIGION; are not all religions false? 

A. Most certainly not. For when our Sa- 
viour came to establish his religion, he made 
it perfect and complete in all its parts. He 
made it pure without spot, or wrinkle. Ephes. 
v. 27. and the very pillar and ground of the 
truth, 1 Tim. iii. 15. He likewise command- 
ed all to obey and believe the same, under 
pain of eternal damnation; for if he will not 
hear the church, let him be to thee as the hea- 
then and the publican. Matt. xviii. 17. He that 
believeth not shall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
We read also in St. Paul, that if any person, 
or even an angel from heaven, should dare to 
preach another religion besides that which he 
preached, he should be accursed. Though 
we, says he, or an angel from heaven, preach a 
gospel to you besides that which we have preach- 
ed to you, let him be accursed. Gal. i. 8. We 
see, therefore, from the word of God, that 
God has commanded all to obey and hear his 
church; and that he pronounces a curse upon 
the man, gr even an angel, that shall dare to 
teach a different religion. Now, as we have 
seen before, the religions formed by men are 
different from the religion established by Al- 
mighty God: therefore, they are accursed in 
the sight of God, and consequently cannot 
be good. 

. Q. But, may not this regard only those re- 
ligions that teach a wicked doctrine? For 
how can a religion which teaches holiness and 
godliness, displease Almighty God? 

A. This is a very common objection; but 
it is founded on a mistake. For Christ has 
made two things necessary to salvation, viv: 
TRUE FaiTH and works. Without faith, ac- 
cording to holy Scripture, 2 ts impossible to 
“ea God. Heb. ii. 6. And again, as the 

ody without the spirit is dead, so also, _ 
without works is dead. James, ii. 26. Here 
then you see very plainly from the word of 
God, that two things are necessary to salva- 
tion, true FAITH and good works. Both these 
must be joined together. Therefore, a reli- 
gion which teaches good works, but yet has 
not the true FAITH, is not sufficient for salva- 
tion. Now, the religions made by man have 
not the true FAITH; that is, any real faith at 
jall, because, as we have seen above, they 
‘teach doctrines different from the doctrines 
\of Christ. They command us to believe either 
‘more or less than Christ Commanded. Thus, 
\in both cases, these religions displease God; 
because they pervert the gospel of Christ; Gal. 

i. 7. They exchange the doctrine of God for 
the doctrine of men: they teach a doctrine 
‘which they have not received from Christ; 
iand therefore ,as we satd before, so say I now 
again; if any man preach any other gospel unto 
‘you than that you have received, let him be ac- 
cursed, Gal. i. 9. 

Q. Still do not all religions aim at the same 
place, and all strive to conduct us to heaven? 
We only go by different ways, just like trav- 
ellers who are going to London; some by one 
way and some by another, but they all meet 
at the same place at last. 

A. You can go to London, indeed, if you 
please, even over hedge and ditch; but you 
cannot go to heaven in any other way, than 











by that way which Christ has marked out, that 
is by rairn and good works. And as we 
have seen above, that the religions which are 
forged by man, have not the true rairu; there- 
fore they are not the way which Christ has 
marked out, and consequently, cannot lead to 
heaven. 

Q. But does not the bible say, that a rem- 
nant of all religions shall be saved? 

A. No such thing: St. Paul says, that only 
a remnant, or a small number of the children 
of Israel, before the last day shall be convert- 
ed and savod; for, if the number of the children 
of Israel be as the sand Hi the sea, a remnant, 
saith he, shall be saved. Rom. ix. 27. But 
we no where read in the bible, that a remnant 
of all religions shall be saved: on the contra- 
ry, we read in St. John, that Christ said, other 
sheep Ihave which are not of this fold; them 
also I must BRING, and they shall hear my 
voice, and there shall be onz FoLD, and onE 
SHEPHERD. John, x. 16. Here Christ is 
speaking to those, who are not of the same 
religion with his apostles; and he shews that 
there is no salvation for them in the state they 
are in, and therefore, he says, THEM aLso I 
MUST BRING. This proves clearly, that they 
must be brought into the onz roLp which is 
his church, if they wish to be saved. And, 
when the apostles began to preach the gos- 
pel, the Lord daily added to the Church such 
as should be saved. Acts, ii. 47. Consequent- 
ly, those that were not added to the church 
were not saved. Now, as the church of 
Christ can comprise only one religion, (for it 
is highly absurd to say, that God can reveal 
two religions which contradict each other, 
as in fact all the religions in the world do 
contradict each other,) therefore, it is highly 
absurd to say, that God has revealed more 
religions than one. Since then the church 
of Christ can be only onze RELIGION; and the 
Lord added to this religion such as should be 
saved; therefore, ordinarily those that are 
not of this religion cannot be saved; and as 
all religions formed by men differ from this, 
therefore it is not true to say, that a remnant 
of all religions shall be saved. 

Q. But is it not a very cruel and unchari- 
itable doctrine, to say that none can be saved 
out of this one church, or who do not believe 
as this church does? 

A. Quite the contrary ;—for as I have be- 
fore proved, that God revealed but one reli- 
gion, and commanded all to hear and obey 
the same, under pain of damnation; it is not 
charitable to tell people so; lest otherwise 
they should lose their souls by following the 
religions of men; which can never lead them 
to heaven? Suppose a poor man had lost his 
way, and was travelling in the darkness of 
night, over a field hollowed with mines, &c. 
where he was sure in a few moments to be 
dashed to pieces by falling down’ some old 
unguarded coal pit; would it not be very kind 
and charitable to forewarn him of his danger, 
and lead him back to the safe road? 


Q. Suppose in'the uprightness of my heart, - 


I follow the religions of men, and always do 
what I think is just; shall I not be pleasing 
in the sight of God? 
A. I have already answered this question, 
where I have shewn you that two things are 
necessary for salvation, viz: true Fair and 
good works; and that both these must be 
joined together. Therefore that religion 











which has not the true rairH, but teaches 
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THE JESUIT. 


Vor. Ik. 





you only to do what you think is just; that 
religion cannot, I say, make you pleased in 
the sight of God, because you have not raitH, 
without which it is impossible to please God. 
Heb. xi. 6. Excepting in the case of invin- 
cible, or inculpable ignorance. 


and his wife refused me themselves on ac- 
count of my religion—but they have no busi- 
ness, 1 think, to interfere to prevent Doctor, 
Robertson, or any one else from hiring whom 
he choses. 

When I returned from Major Penderleath, 


| 


| 





Ferrier, like Major Plenderleath, not only 
refused to employ Roman Catholics, but on 
one occasion which came to our ears, he en- 
deavored to prevent an officer of the regi- 
ment then stationed in this city, from doing 
the same. We are happy to say the answer 


Q. But is it not right that every person) I acquainted my friends with what happened, | of the gentleman appealed to, was such as 
should stick to his own religion; and very and they advised me to write this account to) might be expected from a brave man, aud one 
wrong for him to turn from the religion in you, knowing that you would not let such who knew more of the world than this vender 


which he has been brought up? 

A. Ridiculous. You have seen above, 
that the religions made by men are hateful in | 
the sight of God; surely then it never can be | 
wrong, to leave these religions: on the con- 
trary, every person is bound in conscience, 
from such to turn away. 2 Tim. iii. 5. And | 
moreover, if it is wrong to turn from the re-| 
ligion in which we were born, why did Christ 
call his apostles from the Jewish religion, in 
which they were born? And why did the! 
apostles persuade so many thousands of Jews, | 
Greeks and Barbarians, to turn from the re- 
ligions in which they were brought up?—_| 
Therefore, if a person finds that he was born | 
im a false religion, he must turn from that re-| 
ligion. Now, I have shewn you, that there | 
is but ONE TRUE RELIGION. Every one, 
therefore, must try to find it out; and when | 
he has found it, like St. Paul, he must turn} 
from his own religion which is false, and fol- | 
low the true one; otherwise he will be follow- | 
Jowing a blind guide. Now the bible says, 
if the blind lead the blind, they shall both fali 
unio the pit. Matt. xv. 14. 

Q. But, among so many different reiigions, | 
how can I find out that which Christ has re-| 
vealed? | 

A. By certain signs, or marks: for good | 
sense tells us, that the true church must al-| 











| tholic Servant.” 


conduct pass unnoticed. 
I remain Yours Humbly, 


A CATHOLIC SERVANT. 





We had almost supposed that the spirit of 
religious persecution had died away, and that 
intolerance, ashamed of itself, had given over 
that system by which so much evil had been 
from time to time engendered in the world, 
when we received the communication that ap- 
pears in our columns, to day, signed a ‘ Ca- 
It appears that in this city, 
the ghost of this foul and accursed evil stalks 
forth in the person of a Major Plenderleath; 
and that in the fulness of this gentleman’s 
pious zeal, he employs the little means’ of 
mischief given him, against a class of the 
community, that of all others might be spar- 
ed from persecution. 

Since the communication we insert fell into 
our hands, we made it our business to inquire 
who is this man, that interferes with the reli- 
gious opinions of others; what is he, or his 
amiable lady, who not only will not employ 
a poor man, because he may not agree with 
them in some speculative doctrines of reli- 
gious belief; but who actually endeavour to 
throw him into the yawning jaws of poverty 
and misery—perhaps of guilt. We have 


ways teach one and the same doctrine; that) learned that this couple is of that abstract 
this doctrine must be holy, and must make class of christians, whose piety breaks out 
people holy who follow it in practice; that she | in the due distribution of tracts and bibles; 
must be widely spread over the world; and| and who while they affect to admire the letter 
lastly, that she must teach the same doctrine | of the Christian dispensation, violate, by such 
as the apostles did, and come regularly down| conduct as we have now to reprobate, the 
from father to son from the time of the apostles,| most holy and divine maxims of christian wis- 
through every age, down to our time. Good) dom. The dictates of charity vanish before 
sense will shew this to every thinking man. the bigotry of narrow souls; and in their holy 
So that it is plain that the true church has prejudices they unavoidably shew, that the 
these four marks, Uniry, Howiness, Caruo-| christianity which they profess, and the zeal 
Licity and AposrToiciry. | with which they are affected, is nothing more 





\than hypocrisy—that loathsome foul thing 
which only requires to be discovered to gain | 
FROM THE MONTREAL VINDICATOR. | universal dislike. 

Sir:—I am a young man, who arrived here From the circumstance now before us, and | 
not long since, for the purpose of procuring some other things that came to our know-| 
the situation of Servant—being both able and ledge, of a like nature, not long since, and | 
willing to earn an honest livelehood. Being from the influence avowed by Mrs. Plender-| 





of molasses and black pepper, or the tract 
distributing Major Plenderleath. Should the 
Roman Catholics of Montreal refuse to pur- 
chase Mr. Ferrier’s Tea, because it was not 
Catholic, we would be glad to know what he 
would think of it; and if they did so, might 
it not be a deserved retribution for the inso- 
lent bigotry, by which a man would endea- 
vour to prejudice any portion of the public 
mind, 

In the communication now before us, we 
see the name of Dr. Robertson introduced, 
From our conception of Doctor R.’s charac- 
ter, we are disposed to consider that a liber- 
ty has been taken with his name which he 
will by no means sanction. 

To say more respecting him would be, we 
conceive, superfluous. He is well aware of 
the pernicious consequences, society has al- 
ready undergone by fanatacism, to allow his 
experienced mind to become subjected to its 
dictates. 








ANECDOTE. 


The subject of the following anecdote, re- 
sides in Paris; his name is, the Rev. Father 
Magrath, an Irish friar of the order of St. 
Francis. About thirty-five years ago, when 
many hundreds of thousands of spectators 
vouched that they saw the eyes of certain 
pictures at Ancona, Rome, and other parts 
of Italy move, with an animated motion, he 
was so convinced that the accounts which 
he constantly heard of this fact, were the 
consequences of a popular delusion, that he 
refused so much as to step into the church of 
his convent, that of St. Isidore at Rome, to 
look at a picture of the Ecce Homo, or Christ 
in his sufferings, the eyes of which were said 
to move by the numberless crowds who came 
thither to witness the prodigy. He even de- 
rided his brethren with bitter taunts for adopt- 
ing the popular error, as he declared it to be. 
At length, however, he could no longer re- 
fuse to step into the church, and view the 
picture in question, which had been taken 





told the situation I wanted, was vacant at the leath over Doctor Robertson, in the choice of down from its proper situation, and placed 
House of Major Plenderleath of St. James-| his hoasehold, we have reason to believe, | loose upon one of the altars. He according-, 
street, I went there, and after being in every that an extensive combination exists, in the | ly went close up to the picture, it being a ve- 
way approved of, as to my qualification—| circle of this Major Plenderleath’s piety has|ry small one, and looked steadfastly at it; 
Wages, &c. The Major asked me, what re-| imposed on, of not giving employment to any | when instantly he fell backward to the ground 
ligion I was of? to which I replied “ a Ca-| but those who profess their sentiments, or are|in a swoon, weeping and crying out to the 


> 
tholic”—he then told me he would not employ | hypocritical enough who pretend to do “oe 
me, because I was a Catholic. Mrs. Plen-| As an auxiliary reason for this opinion, we 


terror of all present. Being carried into the 
convent and placed on his bed, he lay there, 
weeping and crying, and neither eating nor 


derleath repeated the same thing. The Ma-| mention that we were requested during this | 
jor, however, said Doctor Robertson in the summer, to remark on the same conduct in a 
same street might employ me; but Mrs. Plen-| grocer in this city, by name Ferrier. 


derleath told me I need not apply. She inti-| This we did not do, partly from a disincli- ‘near him, that he saw the eyes of the picture 
mated she would prevent Doctor Robertson! nation we had of pushing into the notice of| of Christ moving with animal motion, and at 
of engaging me, for no other reason I could | the public, every upstart fellow, who would | the same time darting such an expression of 
learn, than that I was a Catholic. Now this perhaps feel pleasure in having his name in- anger at him, for his incredulity, that to use 
is too hard, if a poor man, who has no crime troduced in any way in our columns, and his own terms, he would rather endure the 
against him, must be prevented of getting | partly, from our not knowing the extent to|torments of hell for a hundred years, than to 


employment for such a cause. I would not| which we now believe the mischief has spread. | suffer such another look. 
think so hard of this, if Major Plenderleath| 


‘drinking during two whole days and nights. 
| The fact, was, as he declared to all who came 


